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BSA Hosts 2005 Annual Convention in Vancouver

Glen Ellyn, IL – The Bearings Specialists Association (BSA) welcomed a record number of attendees to its 2005 Annual Convention May 14-17 at the Fairmont Hotel, Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. 
The 2005 Annual Convention business program reflected BSA’s industry leadership role by assembling a dynamic program of distribution and manufacturing leaders to focus on the issues driving the industry today. 
Sunday’s opening business session featured important industry updates from Stephen Gold of the National Association of Manufacturers; Sten Malmstrom of the American Bearing Manufacturers Association (ABMA); and Constance Holmes of the National Mining Association (NMA); followed by the presentation of BSA’s White Paper on the Value of Distribution. 

Monday’s business session featured Scott Benfield, Benfield Consulting, who presented his findings on his research into the world bearing marketplace and the impact of globalization on the industry. Immediately following Mr. Benfield’s presentation, he moderated a BSA panel discussion on this topic based on questions submitted Sunday by convention attendees. Participants were: Mike C. Arnold, President - Industrial Group, The Timken Company; Dieter Kuetemeier,VP & GM Distribution-North America; Sten Malmstrom, Vice Chairman, American Bearing Manufacturers Association (ABMA); and Constance D. Holmes, Sr. Economist and Director of International Policy, National Mining Association (NMA).
The rest of the program
BSA Conference Tables once again offered the only opportunity of its kind for manufacturing and distribution leaders to meet one-on-one in informal sessions to discuss issues of mutual interest. For the last two years, participants have registered for the Conference Table Sessions online well before the convention, allowing all participants to enjoy more productive meetings. The focus is on “problem resolution” rather than discussion. BSA fine-tuned the conference Tables further this year by extending each session to 30 minutes to encourage even more productive face-to-face meetings. 
As with all BSA Annual Conventions, attendees enjoyed a number of informal but important networking opportunities within the framework of the business program. Golf and tennis tournaments, receptions and dinners offered varying opportunities to network with new and old industry allies. 

Members of the 2005 BSA Convention Committee were Craig and Diane Gipson, Gipson Bearing & Supply Co.; Thomas and Pam Miller, Motion Industries, Inc.; Jim and Linn Little, NTN Bearing Corporation of America; Stephen and Lynne Durston, Jamaica Bearings Company, Inc.; Steven Sivo, Bearings Manufacturing Company; and Farrokh Khalili, Canadian Bearings Ltd.
Plans are already underway for the association’s 40th Annual Convention, May 22-25, 2006, at the Ritz-Carlton, Sarasota, Florida. BSA is an international service and educational organization of distributors representing more than 45 companies distributing factory-warranted ball-, roller-, and anti-friction bearings and 45 invited manufacturers of bearings and related products. The association’s mission says, “BSA is the forum to enhance networking and knowledge sharing and promote the sale of bearings through authorized distributors.” For more information on BSA, contact the BSA office at (630) 858-3838; fax (630) 790-3095; email info@bsahome.org or visit the association website at www.bsahome.org. 

###

BSA panel caption: 

BSA participants, left to right,  were Mike C. Arnold, President - Industrial Group, The Timken Company; Dieter Kuetemeier, VP & GM Distribution-North America; Sten Malmstrom, Vice Chairman, American Bearing Manufacturers Association (ABMA); and Constance D. Holmes, Sr. Economist and Director of International Policy, National Mining Association (NMA).
BSA committee chairs caption: 

BSA 2004-05 President, left, Craig Gipson, Gipson Bearing & Supply Co.; poses with (left to right) Distributor/Manufacturer Relations Committee Chairman, Hal Allen, Allied Bearings Supply Co., Inc; BSA 2005-65 president Doug Savage, Bearing Service, Inc.; BSA 2004-05 Chairman of the Board, Jeff Ramras, Applied Industrial Technologies; BSA Director, John Timble, Bearing Headquarters Company;  BSA Second Vice President, Cam Lawrence, BDI Canada, Inc.; BSA First Vice President, Tom Miller, Motion Industries, Inc., and Information Technology & Logistics Committee Chairman, Jim Hopper, Applied Industrial Technologies.
