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BSA Adds to business Program for 2005 Annual Convention in Vancouver

Glen Ellyn, IL – The Bearing Specialists Association (BSA) will host is 2005 Annual Convention May 14-17 at the Fairmont Hotel, Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. 
Convention programming is closely tied to the association’s recently adopted Strategic Plan which identifies BSA as “the forum to enhance networking, knowledge sharing, and to promote the sale of bearings through authorized distributors.” The 2005 Annual Convention business program exemplifies BSA’s industry leadership role by assembling a dynamic program of distribution and manufacturing leaders to focus on the issues driving the industry today. 
Scott Benfield, Benfield Consulting, will report on his research into the world bearing marketplace and the impact of globalization on the industry. Benfield is a seasoned consultant for industrial markets with over two decades of experience with Fortune-rated manufacturers and top U.S. distributors in managerial and executive capacities and is the author of “The China Syndrome” which relates the impact of China’s manufacturing potential on U.S, manufacturers and distributors.  His experience includes positions with Emerson Electric, The Kohler Company, Ferguson Enterprises and Columbia Pipe of Chicago.  He has practical experience at all levels of the industrial channel including manufacturing, manufacturer’s representative, and distribution.

The business program will also welcome Constance Holmes of the National Mining Association (NMA).  She has held various positions with National Coal Association (NCA) (NMA’s predecessor) and then NMA including Vice President, International Trade; Executive Director, Coal Exporters Association; and Sr. Vice President, Policy Analysis. Ms. Holmes has a degree in Business (Finance) from George Mason University, Fairfax, Virginia, and has done graduate work in Economics and Business at George Washington University. She received her MBA (Global Management) from the University of Phoenix this January. NMA is the voice of the American mining industry in Washington, D.C., and the only national trade organization that represents the interests of mining before Congress, the Administration, federal agencies, the judiciary and the media.
On Sunday, May 15th, BSA will continue the tradition of welcoming leading representatives from the National Association of Manufacturers (NAM) and the American Bearing Manufacturers Association (ABMA) to provide appropriate updates to the BSA attendees. Stephen V. Gold, vice president at NAM and executive director of NAM’s Coalition for the Future of Manufacturing (BSA is a member) will provide one of those updates. Sten Malmstrom, president of SKF and vice president of ABMA, will present an update on the state of the bearings industry.   
On Monday, May 16th, Dieter Kuetemeier, president and CEO of FAG will participate as a member of the bearing manufacturing community, along with Ms Holmes, and Mr. Malmstrom as vice president of ABMA, in a panel moderated by Mr. Benfield. 
The rest of the program
Once again the BSA Conference Tables Session on Tuesday, May 17th, from 8:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon, will offer the only opportunity of its kind for bearing manufacturing and distribution leaders to meet one-on-one in informal sessions to discuss issues of mutual interest. Participants register for the Conference Table Sessions online in advance of the Annual Convention, allowing all participants to plan for productive meetings. The focus is on “problem resolution” rather than discussion. The bottom line for all attendees is efficient, productive meetings within the framework of a larger, industry event. 
As is always the case with BSA Annual Conventions, attendees find numerous informal but important networking opportunities along with the business program. Golf and tennis events, receptions and dinners all offer an opportunity to meet new and old industry allies. 

2005 Convention Website: www.bsaconventions.org

What else do you want to know about BSA’s 2005 Annual Convention? The complete schedule, additional information about the Fairmont Hotel and host city, Vancouver, are all online at www.bsaconventions.org. Attendees can register for the 2005 Convention and reserve hotel rooms from this site. They can also learn more about the post-Convention cruise to Juneau, Skagway, Ketchikan and other sights in Alaska.  

Members of the 2005 BSA Convention Committee are Craig and Diane Gipson, Gipson Bearing & Supply Co.; Thomas and Pam Miller, Motion Industries, Inc.; Jim and Linn Little, NTN Bearing Corporation of America; Stephen and Lynne Durston, Jamaica Bearings Company, Inc.; Steven Sivo, Bearings Manufacturing Company; and Farrokh Khalili, Canadian Bearings Ltd.
BSA is an international service and educational organization of distributors, representing more than 45 companies distributing factory-warranted ball-, roller-, and anti-friction bearings and 40 invited manufacturers of bearings and related products. The association’s mission says, “BSA is the forum to enhance networking and knowledge sharing and promote the sale of bearings through authorized distributors.” For more information on BSA, contact the BSA office at 630/858-3838; fax 630/790-3095; e-mail info@bsahome.org or visit the Association’s homepage at www.bsahome.org. 
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