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BSA 2007 Annual Convention Features Award-Winning Economic Forecaster on “The State of the Economy” 

Glen Ellyn, IL--Attendees at the Bearing Specialists Association (BSA) 2007 Annual Convention May 4-8 at the Marriott Marco Island Resort, Golf Club and Spa, Marco Island, Florida, will hear an economic update on the “State of the Economy” from one of the best in the business. Economic forecaster Ken Mayland, president of ClearView Economics, LLC, a firm specializing in economic research and forecasting, has won several awards in recent years from the Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago for “best forecasts.”  For the most recent forecast year (mid-2004 to mid-2005), Bloomberg Magazine (December 2005) had Mayland as the best forecaster (tied) of the unemployment rate and the fifth best forecaster of the inflation rate.  USA Today identified Mayland as one of the nation's top ten forecasters for 2005! 

As a member of the BusinessWeek Annual Economic Forecasting Survey panel, Mayland hit the 2002 GDP, unemployment rate, and CPI inflation projections within a tenth of a percent.   He was the second best forecaster in USA Today’s forecasting panel for all of 2003.  Bloomberg Magazine (November 2004) identified Mayland as the nation’s top forecaster (!) in its mid-2003 to mid-2004 tally of forecasts.  

A member of the Blue Chip Economic Forecasters and Financial Forecasts survey panels, and several wire service and newspaper survey panels, Mayland has been a past member of the Economic Advisory Committee for the State of Ohio under various Governors and has held several leadership positions with the National Association for Business Economics. He was previously the Chief Economist of two major financial institutions (First Pennsylvania Bank and KeyCorp).  Graduating with degrees in economics from MIT (undergraduate) and the University of Pennsylvania (M.A. and Ph.D.), he has spent more than thirty years studying the business cycle and providing economic analyses to a variety of constituencies. 

Mayland is just one of a handful of speakers scheduled to address Convention attendees in two days of business programming. The schedule also includes BSA’s Conference Tables, affording the opportunity for productive meetings between manufacturers and distributors to discuss issues of mutual interest. Attendees will also address industry and association issues at the annual business meeting. As is always the case with BSA Annual Conventions, attendees find numerous informal but unparalleled networking opportunities within the framework of the business program. For many attendees, these less-formal, networking opportunities are the heart of their BSA experience. Attendees are able to meet and interact with industry associates otherwise unavailable to them. Additional convention details and online registration are available at the convention website, www.bsaconventions.org.
BSA is the “must belong to organization for authorized bearing distributors.” An international service and educational organization of distributors representing a total of almost 100 companies distributing factory-warranted ball-, roller-, and anti-friction bearings and invited manufacturers of bearings and related products, the association’s mission says, “BSA is the forum to enhance networking and knowledge sharing and promote the sale of bearings through authorized distributors.” For more information on BSA or the 2007 Annual Convention, contact the BSA office at (630) 858-3838; fax (630) 790-3095; email info@bsahome.org or visit the association website at www.bsahome.org.
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