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BSA Chooses Steve Durston of Jamaica Bearings to be 2008-2009 President

Glen Ellyn, IL--Steve Durston, Executive Vice-President, Jamaica Bearings Company, was elected president of the Bearing Specialists Association (BSA), the industry’s “must belong to organization for authorized bearing distributors,” at the 2008 BSA Annual Convention, April 26-29 at Loews Ventana Canyon Resort, Tucson, Arizona.  

In assuming his new role in the association, Durston listed four goals he has for the coming year:

1. Simplify the Strategic Plan, ensuring BSA is concentrating on providing the members with what they are looking for from the association for the coming years.

2. Continue to enhance the programs available to the members through the various committees.

3. Provide a convention second to none in 2009.

4. Ensure the BSA continues to be the association everyone both must, and wants to belong to.

Durston’s international background reflects the increasingly global scope of the bearing industry. He was born in Cambridge, England, and attained an FTC in Aerospace, Operational Technology from Southall College of Technology. After working first for British Airways and then for Saudi Arabian Airlines in Jeddah in an engineering capacity, he joined Barden Bearings in the UK 1984. Durston worked in product engineering and then in Field Sales. He joined Jamaica Bearings in November 1989 to become European Sales Manager, and in 1993 moved to New York to become Director Aerospace Sales. 
Reflecting on the international turns his career has taken, Durston said, “Transferring from the UK to New York presents it own challenges, as I would not consider New York representational of the rest of the USA. Saudi Arabia somewhat prepared me for working in America, as we worked hand in hand with many of your natives.” But, he says, “The US work mentality is very different from Europe. Europeans tend to work to live; Americans much more live to work.”
BSA is the “must belong to organization for authorized bearing distributors.” An international service and educational organization of distributors representing a total of almost 100 companies distributing factory-warranted ball-, roller-, and anti-friction bearings and invited manufacturers of bearings and related products, the association’s mission says, “BSA is the forum to enhance networking and knowledge sharing and promote the sale of bearings through authorized distributors.” For more information about the BSA 2008 Annual Convention and/or to register, please visit the convention website, www.bsaconventions.org.  For more information on BSA contact the BSA office at (630) 858-3838; fax (630) 790-3095; email info@bsahome.org or visit the association website at www.bsahome.org.
