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BSA Honors Retiring Industry Leaders
Glen Ellyn, IL—The Bearing Specialists Association (BSA) recognized a generation of leadership as it honored two, long-time members at its 40th Anniversary Convention. Gene Yarussi, Chairman and CEO of EPT, and Joe Swann, President of Rockwell Automation Power Systems, who are both retiring in 2006, were both honored at the association’s 2006 Annual Convention April 22-25 at the Ritz-Carlton Sarasota, Sarasota, Florida.  


In a presentation by BSA’s 2005-2006 President, Douglas Savage, Bearing Service, Inc., noted that the association’s 40th anniversary was an apt occasion to recognize the natural maturation of the industry and its leaders.  


Gene Yarussi started with Morse Chain Co. in 1964 as a sales trainee. By 1979 he was VP of Sales and with the acquisition by Emerson Electric, was named VP of Sales for EPT. He became President in 1989 and finally Chairman and CEO of EPT in 2001.


Joe Swann started with Ferro Corporation in 1963 and in 1979 was working for Dodge. By 1981 he was VP and General Manager of Reliance Electric, eventually becoming their Senior VP in 1994. In 1998, he was named President of Rockwell Automation Power Systems.


“Gene Yarussi and Joe Swann have been significant leaders in the bearing and industrial MRO industry.   Although fierce competitors, they are also good friends.   Their relationship exemplifies many in this room.  It is the type of relationship that the BSA environment fosters—relationships that benefit the industry, the association and our individual companies,” said Gipson. Gipson also noted that since the last BSA Annual Convention, Sten Malmstrom, President, SKF USA Inc. retired as of December 31, 2005.  Malmstrom provided the ABMA Update as Treasurer of that organization at BSA’s last 3 conventions.  An active participant at BSA, he will also be missed.  


BSA is the “must belong to organization for authorized bearing distributors.” An international service and educational organization of authorized distributors representing more than 50 companies distributing factory-warranted ball-, roller-, and anti-friction bearings and 47 invited manufacturers of bearings and related products, the association’s mission says, “BSA is the forum to enhance networking and knowledge sharing and promote the sale of bearings through authorized distributors.” For more information on BSA, contact the BSA office at (630) 858-3838; fax (630) 790-3095; email info@bsahome.org or visit the association website at www.bsahome.org.

