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BSA Unveils 40th Annual Convention Plans for 2006: The Greatest Bearings Show on Earth
Glen Ellyn, IL—The Bearing Specialists Association (BSA) will celebrate 40 years of industry leadership at its 2006 Annual Convention April 22-25 at the Ritz Carlton Sarasota, Sarasota, Florida. 

BSA Convention planners have developed a dynamic business program designed to deliver use-it-now information. 

· Mark Sanborn is the president of Sanborn & Associates, Inc., an idea lab dedicated to developing leaders in business and life. An internationally recognized speaker and author, he has authored seven and coauthored five books, over 20 videos and numerous audio training programs on leadership, change, teamwork and customer service.

· Mac Fulfer is a former lawyer and engaging speaker who explains how our primal intuitions about people's temperaments, feelings, and intentions depend, to a great extent, on what we observe in their faces. Fulfer believes that face reading can also identify the problem-solving preferences, stress level, degree of openness, intimacy requirements and even the basic truthfulness of a person – all valuable resources in today’s business environment.

Identifying itself as the “must belong to” industry association, BSA is into the second year of a new strategic plan designed to position its leadership, including distributor members and participating manufacturers, at the forefront of a number of industry issues. In 2005, BSA published two well-received White Papers on the Value of Distribution and the Effects of Manufacturing Moving Overseas. The association’s landmark, industry-specific training program, the Certified Bearing Specialists program, was recently updated and expanded to include manufacturing as well as distribution personnel.  In November 2005 the association announced its first non-technical training and development partnership with Joe Ellers, Consulting Associates, to offer specialized training in sales management, sales, customer service, marketing and sales leadership.

Beyond the Business Program

Because they bring together the top corporate leadership from both the bearing distribution and manufacturing sectors, BSA annual conventions are also recognized for the productive formal and informal networking opportunities the event offers. In 2006 the association’s long-standing Conference Tables Session, which allows distributor attendees to schedule informal, one-on-one meetings with manufacturers, will once-again offer easy, online prescheduling to allow all participants to enjoy even more beneficial meetings. The 2006 convention will also offer the debut of the Distributor Conference Tables.

In addition to these planned events, the BSA annual convention schedule also includes the annual golf and tennis tournaments and a number of informal dinners and receptions, all designed to maximize networking among industry leaders. The opening reception is planned for the John and Mable Ringling Museum of Art. 
The Ritz-Carlton, Sarasota is a luxury landmark on Florida's Gulf coast. It includes 11 acres near the city center, steps from art galleries, boutiques and restaurants. All 266 guest rooms feature a private balcony. The Ritz-Carlton Members Beach Club offers guests a private Gulf of Mexico beach, Gulf-front swimming pool, casually chic restaurant, poolside dining, RITZ- KIDS recreation program area with children's swimming pool area and elegant ladies' and gentlemen's changing facilities. 

Complete convention details and registration materials are available at www.bsaconventions.org. 
BSA is the “must belong to organization for authorized bearing distributors.” An international service and educational organization of distributors representing more than 45 companies distributing factory-warranted ball-, roller-, and anti-friction bearings and 45 invited manufacturers of bearings and related products, the association’s mission says, “BSA is the forum to enhance networking and knowledge sharing and promote the sale of bearings through authorized distributors.” For more information on BSA, contact the BSA office at (630) 858-3838; fax (630) 790-3095; email info@bsahome.org or visit the association website at www.bsahome.org.
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